
P h i l i p p i a n s
A COMMENTARY OUTLINE

THE EPISTLE OF
MENTAL ATTITUDE



TABLE OF CONTENTS

A Bird’s Eye View of Philippians ........................................................................................i
Introduction - Philippians 1:1-11..........................................................................................1
Paul in Prison - Philippians 1:12-26.....................................................................................7
Exhortation to Unity - Philippians 1:27-2:18 ....................................................................13
Paul’s Future Plans - Philippians 2:19-30 .........................................................................21
Christian Maturity - Philippians 3:1-21 ............................................................................25
Paul’s Final Exhortations - Philippians 4:1-9 ...................................................................33
Paul’s Commendation - Philippians 4:10-23....................................................................37



WORD OF TRUTH P. O. BOX 10514  KANSAS CITY, MO 64188

INTRODUCTION
or “To All the Saints in Philippi” 1:1-11

A. Paul’s Greetings 1:1-2
1. The Servants 1:1a
2. The Saints 1:1b

a. The Saints in General
b. The Saints in Particular

B. Paul’s Attitude 1:3-8
1. Derived from His Past Experience 1:3-5

a. The Basis of His Thanksgiving 1:3
b. The Expression of His Thanksgiving 1:4
c. The Motivation of His Thanksgiving 1:5

2. Derived from His Future Hopes 1:6-8
a. The Continuity of God’s Work 1:6

(1) God’s Work Begun
(2) God’s Work Continued
(3) God’s Work Completed

b. The Cooperation in God’s Work 1:7-8
C. Paul’s Prayer 1:9-11

1. He Prays They Will Experience Love’s Progression 1:9
2. He Prays They Will Gain Love’s Perception 1:10
3. He Prays They Will Come to Know Love’s Production 1:11

Outline
or “A Bird’s Eye View of Philippians”



PAUL IN PRISON
or “Victory in Chains” 1:12-26

A. Victory in Prison 1:12-18
1. Setting the Scene

a. The Physical Scene
b. The Psychological Scene

2. Success May Be Achieved in Suffering 1:12
a. Paul’s Condition 1:12a
b. Paul’s Correction 1:12b
c. Paul’s Success 1:12c

3. Success May Be Achieved by Limitation 1:13-18
a. Paul’s Imprisonment Caused Many to be Informed 1:13
b. Paul’s Imprisonment Caused Many to be Motivated 

1:14-18
(1) It Strengthened the Confidence of Many 1:14
(2) It Determined the Conduct of Some 1:15-18

B. Victory Out of Prison 1:19-26
1. Paul’s Attitude of Optimism 1:19
2. Paul’s Attitude of Expectation 1:20-24

a. Paul Expects that His Personal Testimony Will Be
Maintained 1:20a

b. Paul Expects that Christ’s Glory Will Be Upheld 1:20b-21
c. Paul Expects that His Personal Ministry Will Be 

Fruitful 1:22
d. Paul Expects that the Philippian Believers’ Growth Will 

Be Maintained 1:23-24

EXHORTATION TO UNITY
or “Firm in One Spirit and One Mind” 1:27-2:18

A. The Duty of Unity 1:27-2:11
1. The Believer’s Walk 1:27-28

a. Its Necessity 1:27
b. Its Power 1:28

(1) Christian Conduct Produces Fearlessness
(2) Christian Conduct Provides Proof

2. The Believer’s Suffering 1:29-30
1. Suffering Involves a Privilege 1:29
2. Suffering Involves a Participation 1:30

WORD OF TRUTH 1-800-326-4414

PAGE ii PHILIPPIANS



WORD OF TRUTH P. O. BOX 10514  KANSAS CITY, MO 64188

PHILIPPIANS PAGE iii

3. The Believer’s Unity 2:1-2
a. The Incentive for Unity 2:1
b. The Command for Unity 2:2

4. The Believer’s Humility 2:3-4
a. It Should be Reflected in Our Service to One Another 2:3
b. It Should be Reflected in Our Perspective on One

Another 2:4
5. The Believer’s Example 2:5-11

a. The Attitude to Adopt 2:5
b. The Condescension to Emulate 2:6-11

(1) The Exhibition of Condescension 2:6-8
(2) The Reward of Condescension 2:9-11

B. The Application of the Unity Principles 2:12-18
1. The Application in General 2:12-13

a. The Human Responsibility 2:12
b. The Divine Enablement 2:13

2. Application in Particular 2:14-18
a. We Are to Have a Distinctive Character 2:15
b. We Are to Hold Forth a Distinctive Message 2:16
c. What to Anticipate 2:17-18

PAUL’S FUTURE PLANS
or “Two Self-sacrificing Men” 2:19-30

A. Self-sacrificing Timothy 2:19-24
1. Timothy Was Selfless in Christ’s Work 2:19-21

a. Paul’s Motive 2:19a
b. Paul’s Purpose 2:19b
c. Paul’s Companion 2:20
d. Paul’s Observation 2:21

2. Timothy Was Proven in the Work of Christ 2:22-24
a. You Can Confirm This Fact
b. I Can Confirm This Fact

B. Self-sacrificing Epaphroditus 2:25-30
1. Epaphroditus Is a Good Companion 2:25a

a. Because He and Paul Share a Common Life
b. Because He and Paul Share a Common Calling
c. Because He and Paul Share a Common Battle



2. Epaphroditus Is a Good Messenger 2:25b-30
a. Because He Yearns for You 2:25b-26
b. Because He Suffers for You 2:27, 30
c. Because He Encourages You 2:28-29

CHRISTIAN MATURITY
or “Shunning, Pursuing, and Walking” 3:1-21

A. Shunning All Legalism 3:1-11
1. The Warning Given 3:1-6

a. The Safeguard of Repetition 3:1
(1) The Value of Repetition from the Standpoint of

the Teacher
(2) The Value of Repetition from the Standpoint of

the Taught
b. The Citizens of Philippi 3:2-3

(1) Some of Whom Were Dogs 3:2
(2) Some of Whom Were Saints 3:3

c. The Example of Human Righteousness 3:4-6
2. The Grace Perspective 3:7-11

a. In Relationship to His Past: Total Renunciation of All
Personal Merit 3:7-9
(1) Which Brought Him Greater Riches 3:7-8
(2) Which Brought Him a Perfect Righteousness 3:9

b. In Relationship to His Present: Total Dedication to
Deeper Knowledge of Christ 3:10-11
(1) It Consists in Knowing
(2) It Consists in Conforming
(3) It Consists in Attaining

B. Pursuing Full Maturity 3:12-16
1. The Convictions Needed for Maturity 3:12

a. The Conscious Realization of the Lack of Full 
Maturity 3:12a

b. The Decisive Pursuit of the Goal of Full Maturity 3:12b
c. The Precise Awareness of the Nature of Full 

Maturity 3:12c
2. The Attitudes Needed for Maturity 3:13-14

a. An Introspective View
b. A Retrospective View
c. A Prospective View

WORD OF TRUTH 1-800-326-4414

PAGE iv PHILIPPIANS



WORD OF TRUTH P. O. BOX 10514  KANSAS CITY, MO 64188

PHILIPPIANS PAGE v

3. The Responsibility to Attain Maturity 3:15-16
a. The Emulation Aspect 3:15
b. The Consistency Aspect 3:16

C. Walking by Example 3:17-21
1. The Duty to Walk 3:17-19

a. The Pattern 3:17
b. The Problem 3:18-19

(1) Their Guilt 3:18
(2) Their Destiny 3:19a
(3) Their God 3:19b
(4) Their Glory 3:19c
(5) Their mentality 3:19d

2. The Duty to Watch 3:20-21
a. Our Citizenship 3:20a
b. Our Anticipation 3:20b
c. Our Transformation 3:21

PAUL’S FINAL EXHORTATIONS
or “Standing Firm in the Lord” 4:1-9

A. The Need for Steadfastness 4:1
B. The Call for Unity 4:2-3

1. The Feud 4:2
a. The Appeal to the Women
b. The Cause of the Friction
c. The Cure for the Problem

2. The Friend 4:3
C. The Signs of Maturity 4:4-7

1. Joy 4:4
2. Reasonableness 4:5
3. Trust 4:6-7

a. The Contradiction of Trust: Worry 4:6a
b. The Expression of Trust: Prayer 4:6b
c. The Scope of Trust: Everything 4:6b
d. The Protection of Trust: Peace 4:7

D. The Summary of Attitudes 4:8-9
1. The Character of Mature Thoughts 4:8
2. The Expression of Mature Thoughts 4:9



PAUL’S COMMENDATION
or “Thank You for the Gift” 4:10-23
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PAUL’S GREETINGS 1:1-2
“Paul and Timothy bond-servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in
Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including the overseers and deacons:
2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

THE SERVANTS 1:1A
Even though Paul and Timothy are mentioned together, they are
not co-authors of this letter. This can be seen by noting the first
person pronoun I that starts verse 3. It is also proved by 2:20 where
Timothy is referred to by the third person pronoun he. Usually Paul
calls himself an apostle, but that is absent here. His authority is not
in question among the Philippian believers, and the entire letter is
highly personal and warm.
Timothy had been present at the founding of the church at Philippi
(Acts 16:1-12), and he returned to visit on two occasions. Paul is
about to send him to Philippi once again, and he designates them
as bond-servants. Their backgrounds were as diverse as they could
be—different in nationality, age, background, position, and experi-
ence. Despite this, they found a unity in their relationship of com-
mon submission to Jesus Christ.

THE SAINTS 1:1B

The Saints in General
The word saints means a set apart one. It is a title applied to all
Christians and is intended to remind us of our duty to live lives
pleasing to Him. The expression in Christ Jesus does two things.
First it distinguishes the Christians in Philippi from the religious
persons in Philippi. In the Greek mystery religions, devotees to the
various gods were designated by the word saint also, but they were
not in Christ Jesus. Second, it shows the basis of our sainthood,
namely, union with Christ. Sever the words in Christ and the word
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saints disappears with it. The word all introduces a theme of the
letter—unity among believers (see also 1:4, 7, 8, and 25).

The Saints in Particular
The word overseers points to a position of leadership and authority.
In secular use it referred to a supervisor in any capacity; a foreman
of a construction crew is an example. The word deacons refers to a
non-authority position within the local assembly. Philippians is the
only epistle to mention them in the greeting. Perhaps this is
because they had been involved in the project of getting together a
gift for Paul and seeing it was handled in an orderly way.

PAUL’S ATTITUDE 1:3-8
DERIVED FROM HIS PAST EXPERIENCE 1:3-5

“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always offering prayer
with joy in my every prayer for you all, 5in view of your participation in
the gospel from the first day until now.”

The Basis of His Thanksgiving 1:3
The word translated in is the preposition epi, which means upon
and is used to express the basis upon which something rests. The
word all shows that Paul does not have a specific incident in mind
for which he is thankful, but rather is referring to his total experi-
ence with them. When Paul speaks of my God, he is speaking of his
personal relationship with the Lord. When one thinks of the attrib-
utes of God and then realizes that we can each attach the personal
pronoun my to Him, we have an amazing truth.

The Expression of His Thanksgiving 1:4
First, the word always points to the consistency of his prayer and
fulfills I Thessalonians 5:17 which says, “Pray without ceasing.”
Second, the all inclusive nature is seen in that he prays for all of the
Philippian believers. Third, the words with joy point to another
keynote of this epistle (see 2:17-18, 3:1, 4:4, 10).

The Motivation of His Thanksgiving 1:5
Paul was moved by their participation in the gospel. Here he uses
the word koinonia, which refers to several things in the New
Testament, most often to a financial sharing in the Lord’s work.
This is probably what he has in mind here in the light of 4:15-18.
Fellowship is viewed three ways in Philippians. First, there was
fellowship with Christ,which was revealed in suffering (1:29).
Second, there was fellowship with one another, which was

WORD OF TRUTH 1-800-326-4414

PAGE 2 PHILIPPIANS



revealed in unity (2:1-11). Finally, there was fellowship with Paul,
which was revealed in financial giving (4:16).

DERIVED FROM HIS FUTURE HOPES 1:6-8

The Continuity of God’s Work 1:6
“For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in
you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.”

God’s Work Begun
The verb confident is a perfect tense, showing that Paul is express-
ing a settled conviction. It could be translated, “I have come to a
settled conviction....” How does one arrive at such confidence? The
answer lies in that God is the one who is doing the work. Uncer-
tainty is introduced to the extent that man is involved; certainty is
achieved by seeing all as in the hands of God. It should be noted
that Paul does not trace the beginnings of the Philippian
Christianity to his preaching or their response, but to God.

God’s Work Continued
The term will perfect is a future tense verb and means to complete or
finish a job.

God’s Work Completed
God’s work in the Philippian believers is not complete even to this
day. Their bodies lie in graves to await the return of Christ and the
final resurrection.

The Cooperation in God’s Work 1:7-8
“For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because l have
you in my heart, since both in my imprisonment and in the defense and
confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me. 8For
God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ
Jesus.”
Identification with Paul in his imprisonment was dangerous
because he was imprisoned for the sake of the gospel. His defense
translates a word often used in a legal sense, which it probably
carries here. The word confirmation refers to Paul’s convictions that
the Philippians shared.

PAUL’S PRAYER 1:9-11
HE PRAYS THEY WILL EXPERIENCE LOVE’S PROGRESSION 1:9

“And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real
knowledge and all discernment...”
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What is love? Love as directed toward God is the mental attitude of
appreciation for His character and plan as revealed in Scripture,
manifesting itself in obedience. Love as directed toward man is the
mental attitude that demands that we do what is best for another in
the light of eternity no matter what it costs us. That love was pos-
sessed is expressed by the words your love; that much growth was
needed is expressed by the words more and more. These words do
not allow any believer to rest in his present state of maturity. Love
and knowledge are here related to one another. Knowledge is to
control love; doctrine marks the boundary between love and senti-
mentality. The words real knowledge translate the single Greek word
epignosis, which refers to full and complete knowledge. The word
discernment has to do with the practical application of truth to life
situations.

HE PRAYS THEY WILL GAIN LOVE’S PERCEPTION 1:10
“...so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be
sincere and blameless until the day of Christ...”
The word approve means to test something so as to approve. It is used
in some very early literature to refer to a physician who passed his
examinations. The purpose of applying the test is to determine the
things that are excellent—literally translated “the things that differ.”
Paul is not talking about learning to discern right and wrong, but
rather learning to discern between better and best. The definite
article is used to show he is pointing to specific things, not things in
general. The word sincere is a colorful compound word. It is a
combination of the noun sun and a word meaning to judge. Thus, it
means to be judged in the sunlight. The word blameless means not to be
stumbled over. The word translated until in this verse is different
than the word until in verse 6. It is the preposition eis, which means
direction toward. We could translate “for the day of Christ.” We are to
prepare now for the day that is yet to come.

HE PRAYS THEY WILL COME TO KNOW LOVE’S PRODUCTION 1:11
“...having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.”

First, the measure desired is expressed in the word filled, which
points to God’s desire to utilize every corner of our personality for
fruit bearing. Second, the word righteousness is called a genitive of
apposition, which means it defines what the fruit is. We could
translate “fruit which is righteousness.” Third, the words through
Jesus Christ show that it is our relationship to Him that not only
determines salvation but also determines our fruit bearing. Finally,
the goal of all of this is the glory of God.
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APPLICATIONS FOR LIVING

An understanding and growing appreciation of God’s grace manifested in
Christ’s work for us is a cornerstone doctrine for us in the church age (1:2).
Without exception, Paul’s epistles begin and end with a mention of grace.
Take time to trace this out in each of his letters. In Philippians grace is men-
tioned in 1:2 and 4:23.
Confidence in the Christian life is obtained by keeping our eyes on the faith-
fulness of God (1:6). While God may appear to work slowly, He always
works faithfully; and to the extent that we truly believe this,we find confi-
dence and assurance.
The central issue in prayer should be spiritual matters (1:9-11). If one studies
the content of Paul’s prayers, they are inevitably made on behalf of believers
and always center in a desire for their continuing growth and maturity. We
would do well to emulate this kind of prayer.

NOTES
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VICTORY IN PRISON 1:12-18
SETTING THE SCENE

The Physical Scene
The first eleven verses have spoken of things as they existed at that
time in Philippi. With verse 12 the scene shifts from Philippi to
Rome where Paul is in prison. There is also a change from the focus
on the Philippian believers to the apostle Paul.

The Psychological Scene
Common sense would say that since Paul is in jail the gospel is
going to be hindered. After all, “God has only our feet, and Paul’s
feet are in jail,” and “God has only our hands, and Paul’s hands are
in handcuffs!” Paul is going to show how ridiculous it is to think
that imprisonment could hinder the spread of the gospel. As a
matter of fact, rather than hinder, it has helped as these verses will
show us.

SUCCESS MAY BE ACHIEVED IN SUFFERING 1:12
“Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned
out for the greater progress of the gospel...”

Paul’s Condition 1:12a
“Now I want you to know” is a variation of a statement common to
most of Paul’s letters. When it is spoken, it does two things. First, it
marks the beginning of an important assertion. Second, it implies
that a misunderstanding exists on the part of his readers. The
words my circumstances literally read, “the things that have come
down on me.” It is a reference to the unpleasant aspects of his
imprisonment for the gospel.
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Paul’s Correction 1:12b
Paul’s correction of Philippian thinking is obscured by our transla-
tion. Immediately after the word out is the word rather and thus
reads, “My circumstances have turned out rather....” He is correct-
ing the opinion that his imprisonment is going to curtail the spread
of the gospel. He is also going to show that not only is God’s word
not limited by circumstances but that it is rather aided by them.

Paul’s Success 1:12c
Paul’s success is marked by the word progress. This word in the
verb form is a compound made up of a word kopto, which means to
cut, plus the preposition pro, which means before. It is used for
blazing a new path. Because of what has happened to Paul, new
inroads for the gospel have been made. What human viewpoint
says will hinder, instead, actually helps. The persecution of Acts 8
scattered Christians from Jerusalem and in so doing scattered the
gospel.

SUCCESS MAY BE ACHIEVED BY LIMITATION 1:13-18

Paul’s Imprisonment Caused Many to be Informed 1:13
“...so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known
throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else...”
The praetorian guard refers to the soldiers in the regiments in
Rome. Paul lived for two years with various Roman soldiers
chained to his wrist. He was doubtless asked why he was in prison.
As he replied that he was there for preaching Christ,we can be sure
that the guard heard the gospel.

Paul’s Imprisonment Caused Many to be Motivated 1:14-18

It Strengthened the Confidence of Many 1:14
“...and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my
imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without
fear.”
Due to Paul’s imprisonment, the ears of the praetorian guard were
opened; and mouths were opened among believers in Rome.

It Determined the Conduct of Some 1:15-18
“Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but
some also from good will; 16the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am
appointed for the defense of the gospel; 17the former proclaim Christ out of
selfish ambition, rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me
distress in my imprisonment. 18What then? Only that in every way,
whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice,
yes, and I will rejoice.”
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Two kinds of witnesses are in view here—some acting from wrong
motives (envy and strife) and some acting from good motives (good
will). There is no indication that the content of the message of each
was different—both preached Christ, a fact repeated three times
(1:15, 17, 18). They were pro-Christ but anti-Paul. For those with
the wrong motivation, important lessons may be learned. First, it is
possible for men who teach truth to stand in bitter opposition to
others who teach the same truth. Second, it is possible to teach
truth for selfish reasons. Third, it is possible for believers to use the
suffering of others to promote themselves.
When Paul says he rejoices in the activity of these men, he sets
before us a beautiful example of loving truth more than he loved
himself. This is a clear revelation of Paul’s sense of values. To Paul,
faithfulness to the truth was a virtue of primary importance. We
are also shown that Paul evaluates other teachers on the basis of
the truth they proclaim.

VICTORY OUT OF PRISON 1:19-26
PAUL’S ATTITUDE OF OPTIMISM 1:19

“For I know that this shall turn our for my deliverance through your
prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ...”
The strength of Paul’s optimism is found in the words I know. It
also becomes obvious when the difficult conditions in which Paul
was forced to live are considered. The nature of Paul’s optimism is
seen in his anticipation of deliverance. Verse 26 of Chapter 1 shows
that he fully expects to visit Philippi once again. Finally, the basis
of his optimism is two-fold. First, he has reason to be optimistic
because of the prayers of believers on his behalf. Second, he has
reason to be optimistic because of the supply of the Holy Spirit.
Both of these things are tied together in the Greek by one definite
article. The prayers and supply of the Spirit are inseparable items.

PAUL’S ATTITUDE OF EXPECTATION 1:20-24
“...according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I shall not be put to
shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ shall even now, as
always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For to me, to
live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22But if I am to live on in the flesh, this
will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose. 23But I
am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be
with Christ, for that is very much better; 24 yet to remain on in the flesh is
more necessary for your sake.”

Paul Expects that his Personal Testimony Will be Maintained l:20a
Paul reveals a realistic view of himself anticipating that he will not
be put to shame, that he will not fail. He does not fall to the peril of
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overconfidence. His expectation that he will not be put to shame
could refer to one of two coming events, or both. First, he may be
thinking of his coming appearances before the Roman authorities.
Second, he may be thinking of his ultimate appearance before
Christ.

Paul Expects that Christ’s Glory Will be Upheld 1:20b-21
The term be exalted is passive voice, meaning the subject (Christ) is
acted upon. Paul does not say, “I will exalt Christ.” He is not rely-
ing on his own courage and ability to honor Christ, but rather on
the action of the Holy Spirit. The words to me in verse 21 are in an
emphatic position. He is saying, “Whatever others may think
makes no difference;my convictions are settled, and here they are.”
In what sense is living Christ?
•First, to live is Christ because He is the source of life

(Colossians 3:4).
•Second, to live is Christ because He is the motive of all Paul does

(Colossians 3:17).
•Third, to live is Christ because He is the pattern of Paul’s life

(Philippians 2:5).
•Fourth, to live is Christ because He is the hope of Paul’s life

(Philippians 3:21).
•Fifth, to live is Christ because He is the goal of Paul’s life

(Philippians 1:21).

Paul Expects that His Personal Ministry Will be Fruitful 1:22
Note that fruit can be borne only in this life. To die is gain, but to
live is fruit. Which is best? The first is best from Paul’s standpoint,
the second from the Philippians’ standpoint.

Paul Expects that the Philippian Believers’ Growth Will be Maintained
1:23-24

Paul accumulates words when he speaks of being with Christ.
Notice the triple “very much better.” In spite of the glory of being
with Christ, the growth and welfare of believers on earth is of
primary importance.

Paul Expects to Remain Alive to Help them Mature 1:25-26
Though Paul was in jail and on trial, he did not know what turn of
events might occur. However, verse 25 indicates a confidence that
“I know that I shall remain....”What was the basis of this confi-
dence? Had the legal procedings taken a favorable turn? We do not
know. We can be sure that the need of his presence among believers
outweighed his desire to be with Christ.
The word know should not be taken in an absolute sense. It is cer-
tainly not the absolute knowledge of Romans 8:28. In Acts 20:25
Paul said he knew he would not see the Ephesian elders again

WORD OF TRUTH 1-800-326-4414

PAGE 10 PHILIPPIANS



because of his approaching capture; and yet, when he was released
from prison, he enjoyed a period of freedom in which he visited
Macedonian churches.

APPLICATIONS FOR LIVING

Unpleasant circumstances are no hindrance to the progress of the gospel
though they may be uncomfortable for the servant of the gospel (1:12). We
may fully trust the sovereignty of God to work for the best. What may appear
to be a hindrance to us may be the very tool that the Lord uses for His glory.
The message of the gospel is more important than the motive of the servant
who proclaims it (1:15-18). To be sure, motivation is important, but it is not
as important as faithfulness to the truth; and even when that motive is
wrong,we should rejoice in the proclamation of Christ.
The benefit of other believers is more important than our own comfort in the
presence of the Lord (1:22-24). This fact gives great emphasis to the purpose-
fulness of life on this earth. It is more important for Paul to be present in
Philippi than for Paul to be present in heaven.
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THE DUTY OF UNITY 1:27-2:11
THE BELIEVER’S WALK 1:27-28

Its Necessity 1:27
“Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; so
that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear of you that
you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for
the faith of the gospel...”
The necessity of the Christian walk is emphasized by the impera-
tive mood of the verb conduct yourselves. This translates the Greek
verb politeuo (our word politics), which means to perform the duties of
a citizen. It refers to one’s duty as a member of a body. Roman
citizenship meant a great deal to the citizens of Philippi. Augustus
had given the city two names: “Colonia, Augusta Julia Philipensis”
and “jus Italium,” meaning little Italy. Paul is saying, “Just like you
are dutiful citizens of Rome, so be dutiful citizens of Christ’s
empire (3:20).” The word only at the beginning of verse 27 indicates
that obedience to the command given here is to be given primary
or sole attention. Paul is in prison and hopes to get out soon, but
this is not the real issue; the real issue is living the Christian life
now.
The word worthy means having the weight of another thing and could
be translated weigh as much as. The believer’s conduct should be as
much as the gospel that we believe. Conduct should be in balance
with the doctrine that we believe.
To stand firm in one spirit refers to a united mental attitude. This is
achieved by having our attitudes determined by the same system
of beliefs and values determined by the word of God. When Paul
speaks of striving together, he is using an athletic metaphor. The
word is sunathleo, which means to compete as a team and fits well
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with the emphasis of unified effort. The united effort is to revolve
about the faith. The definite article points to the faith as a body of
truth. The striving is not against anyone or anything but is for
something positive.

Its Power 1:28
“...in no way alarmed by your opponents—which is a sign of destruction
for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God.”

Christian Conduct Produces Fearlessness
The opponents would consist of unbelievers. Christianity refused
idolatry and, as such, would be regarded an enemy of the state.
Concentrating on Christian conduct takes one’s mind away from
opposition that would normally cause fear.

Christian Conduct Provides Proof
The word sign was an Attic law term for a writ of indictment.
Fearlessness proves the opponents are lost and also proves the
Philippians are saved.

THE BELIEVER’S SUFFERING 1:29-30

Suffering Involves a Privilege 1:29
“For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in
Him, but also to suffer for His sake.”
First, it is a privilege because it is a gift of God’s grace. The words z
it has been granted translate the verb charizomai, which means gra-
cious gift. Second, it is a privilege because of the one on whose
behalf we suffer. We suffer for His sake in the sense of continuing 
the suffering of Christ’s earthly life. The same concept is found in
Colossians 1:24.

Suffering Involves a Participation 1:30
“...experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear to
be in me.”
There is a sense in which the body of Christ suffers as a whole.
Suffering on behalf of Christ is a privilege afforded the whole
church.

THE BELIEVER’S UNITY 2:1-2
“If therefore there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consola-
tion of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and
compassion, 2make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintain-
ing the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.”
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The Incentive for Unity 2:1
The four items mentioned in verse 1 lay the groundwork for the
command of verse 2. The word encouragement often bears the sense
of exhortation that is the idea here. Our union with Christ carries
with it an exhortation. It places an obligation upon us. The word
translated consolation is a word used of coming alongside a person
to stimulate them. RSV translates well at this point using the word
incentive. Love for the Lord and love for other believers argues for
unity. The Holy Spirit has placed all believers in one body of fel-
lowship, and this argues further for unity.

The Command for Unity 2:2
First, the command for unity is general, expressed in the words
being of the same mind. This, of course, is not a command for unity at
the expense of truth. It assumes that the same mind is also the right
mind. Second, the items that make up this unity complete the verse.
It is to be a unity of love; it is to be a unity of sentiment; it is to be a
unity of purpose.

THE BELIEVER’S HUMILITY 2:3-4
“Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind
let each of you regard one another as more important than himself; 4to not
merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests
of others.”

It Should be Reflected in Our Service to One Another 2:3
The word for selfishness is eritheia and is listed among the works of
the flesh in Galatians 5:20 (translated disputes). It is said to be an
attitude of the heart in James 3:14 (translated selfish ambition). The
same rendering is found in Philippians 1:17,where it points to a
wrong motivation in Christian service. The idea of humility was
not highly regarded in Greek literature and thinking. Their concept
of man’s freedom led to contempt for any kind of subjection. A
believer, on the other hand, is to view himself as less important
than others. This does not mean we are to have a false or unrealis-
tic view of our own gifts compared to others, but it does mean that
consideration for others must precede concern for ourselves.

It Should be Reflected in Our Perspective on One Another 2:4
The exhortation here is to widen one’s circle of consideration. We
must learn to think beyond ourselves and give serious considera-
tion to others.

THE BELIEVER’S EXAMPLE 2:5-11

The Attitude to Adopt 2:5
“Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus...”
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Set in front of us is the greatest of all examples of unselfishness. It is
not placed in front of us for consideration but for emulation. First,
we are to emulate the mental attitude of Jesus Christ. Change in
conduct always begins with change in attitude. Second, the verb is
in the imperative mood—an appeal to our volition. The exhortation
of verse 5 looks back to 2:1-4 for its definition and forward to 2:6-8
for its illustration.

The Condescension to Emulate 2:6-11

The Exhibition of Condescension 2:6-8
“...who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality
with God a thing to be grasped, 7but emptied Himself, taking the form of a
bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8And being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross.”
These verses view Jesus Christ in two phases of His career. First,
verse 6 views Him in His pre-incarnate state; second, verses 7-8
view Him in His incarnate state. He is deity in the fullest sense of
the word in both states. The difference lies in the way His deity was
expressed. The queen of England may dress in rags and beg for
food from door to door if she chooses, but she still remains the
queen of England. Her nature is the same, but the expression of her
nature is different. In His pre-incarnate state, Christ’s nature was
expressed in exaltation and glory. In His incarnate state, it was
expressed in condescension and suffering.
Verse 6 speaks of Christ’s deity in His pre-incarnate state. The verb
existed is a present tense,which points to continuity. We could say
he “always existed or eternally existed.” Just before His arrest, Jesus
made mention of this glorious condition saying, “And now, glorify
Thou Me together with Thyself, Father, with the glory which I had
with Thee before the world was (John 17:5).” One should note that
it was not His deity that was given up in the incarnation; it was
rather His glory. He surrendered riches for rags, glory for suffering.
The word form was a Greek philosophical term for the outer expres-
sion of the inner nature. The term did not regard equality with God a
thing to be grasped answers the question, “Is Christ willing to surren-
der deity in the exalted state for deity in the condescended state in
the interest of man’s salvation?” The word equality is an adverb and
is a statement about the manner of His existence. He was willing to
surrender the position of existing in a manner equal with God.
Verses 7 and 8 speak of Christ’s deity in His incarnate state. The
emptying spoken of refers to the setting aside of the prerogatives of
deity. The raising of Lazarus would be an example of the exercising
of the powers of deity;Matthew 26:53 points to the setting aside of
those powers saying, “Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My
Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve
legions of angels?”
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The condescension of the incarnation involved three things. First,
the incarnation involved a new subordination. The word form is the
same as in verse 6, only here His deity expresses itself as a servant.
The word taking shows that this is something new that he had not
had before. Second, the incarnation involved a new identification.
The words being made again indicate something new, namely,
manhood. Jesus was truly man, but He was not merely man. Third,
the incarnation involved a new humiliation. The verb humbled is
active voice, showing that this was all voluntary and in no way
forced—He chose the path of humiliation. The extent of the humili-
ation is expressed in the words even death on a cross. The noun cross
has no article with it, laying stress on the kind of death He died.

The Reward of Condescension 2:9-11
“Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name
which is above every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, 11and
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.”
THE EXALTATION OF JESUS CHRIST 2:9
The purpose of the death of Jesus Christ was to die as man’s substi-
tute and bear the guilt and penalty of man’s sin. Did He succeed in
that work? This is a vital question because the answer determines
whether or not we can trust Him for salvation. Our answer is made
evident in Philippians 2:9-11 because it tells us how God the Father
responded to the cross death of His Son.
The link between Christ’s cross death and the Father’s response is
shown by the word therefore which begins verse 9. The nature of
that response is expressed by the verb highly exalted. It is a com-
pound word made up of a verb meaning to lift up plus a preposi-
tion meaning over and is closely related to the English word super.
God the Father super-exalted His Son. Further, the Father bestowed
on him the name. The article the shows the name is not general but
specific. It is obviously not the name Jesus, for this was given to
Him at His birth whereas this name was given Him upon His
death. It is rather Jesus as Lord.
THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS CHRIST 2:10-11
His authority will be universal and unchallenged. Verse 10 is a
statement about the final outcome of history. First, there will be
universal submission to Jesus Christ. The words every knee are all
inclusive—Madalyn O’Hare will bow the knee alongside Bertrand
Russell. There will be universal agreement for all will say, Jesus
Christ is Lord. Finally, there will be a universal accomplishment in
that all will be to the glory of God the Father.
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